


While state law has changed to 
allow year-round sale of consum-
er fireworks in Kansas, local au-
thorities, especially cities, retain 
regulatory control.

State statutes expanded the 
window seasonal vendors can 
sell fireworks, from nine days to 
18 days. Seasonal sales, which 
generally include local firework 
stands, are allowed June 20 
through July 7.

State statutes allow for year-
round fireworks sales at a perma-
nent location that is registered 
and inspected. 

While fireworks are popular in 
celebrating Independence Day, 
users should be aware of certain 
state and city laws. Fireworks us-
ers should take precautions and 
avoid fire hazards when shooting 
fireworks.

Many cities have ordinances 
that define when fireworks may 
be discharged, as well as restrict-
ing the use of certain fireworks.

In general, all fireworks dis-
charged within the cities must be 
of a type that has been tested and 
approved for sale and use within 
the state by the state fire marshal. 
Bottle rockets and other similar 
self-propelled fireworks or fire-
works devices consisting of a tube 
and attached guiding stock or rod 
cannot be sold or discharged.

Most cities make it unlawful for 
any person to discharge, ignite 
or fire any fireworks in a public 
street, alley or avenue or in any 
park or public place within the 
city. Throwing fireworks at any 
person is prohibited, and any 
person, firm or corporation must 
first obtain a permit to give any 

public display of fireworks.
The following information is 

specific to area towns:

Burlington
Burlington’s city ordinance 

states no fireworks may be dis-
charged before July 1 or after 
July 5. On these days, no fire-

works may be discharged before 8 
a.m. or after 11 p.m. A public fire-
works display will be held as part 
of the Freedom Festival at Kelley 
Park July 4 at dusk. An ordinance 
prohibits the discharge of fire-
works in public parks.
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Cities have rules  
about shooting fireworks

See FireworkS, Page 8



Whether you’re a grill master or a 
first-time barbecue cook, food safety 
should always be part of your routine 
to ensure a healthy and happy Fourth 
of July.

“Recent USDA consumer behavior 
studies have shown that individu-
als don’t always properly wash their 
hands or use a food thermometer,” 
said USDA Under Secretary for Food 
Safety Dr. Emilio Esteban. “Show 
your family and friends that you’re a 
true grill master by cooking food to a 
safe temperature and washing your 
hands after handling raw meat and 
poultry.”

Ensure your food is safe to eat this 
Fourth of July by following these food 
safety steps:

Clean: Scrub the grill clean before 
use. Clean utensils and plates before 
they touch food. No access to a faucet? 
Carry bottled water, soap and paper 
towels. Wash your hands before and 

after handling raw meat and poultry. 
Follow proper handwashing steps to 
stop bacteria from spreading from 
your hands to your meal. Make sure 
to wet hands, lather with soap, scrub 
for 20 seconds, rinse and dry.

Separate: Avoid cross contamina-
tion. Separate raw meat and vegeta-
bles by using different cutting boards. 
Place raw meat or poultry on one 
plate and cooked meat and poultry on 
another. Don’t use the same utensils 
to place raw meat and poultry on the 
grill and take cooked food off.

Cook: Use food thermometers to 
ensure your grilled food is ready. 
Insert the thermometer through 
the side of the patty until the probe 
reaches the center. Color is never 
a reliable indicator of doneness. 
Cook food to a safe minimum in-
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See SaFely, Page 4

Celebrate safely this 
Independence Day
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ternal temperature by using a food  
thermometer:

• Cook whole cuts of meat to 145 F 
with a three-minute rest time.

• Cook fish to 145 F.
• Cook ground meats to 160 F.
• Cook poultry (ground or whole) to 

165 F.
Although frozen products may ap-

pear to be pre-cooked or browned, 
treat them as raw food and cook thor-
oughly. Products labeled as “Cook and 
Serve,” “Ready to Cook” and “Oven 
Ready” must be cooked.

Chill: Bacteria multiply rapidly be-
tween 40 F and 140 F — aka the Dan-
ger Zone. Perishable food should be 
consumed or refrigerated within two 
hours (one hour if outdoor tempera-
tures are 90 F and above).

For more food safety information, 
call the USDA Meat and Poultry Ho-
tline at 1-888-MPHotline (1-888-674-
6854), email MPHotline@usda.gov 
or chat live at ask.usda.gov from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Central Time, Monday 
through Friday.

Safely
Continued from Page 3
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New Strawn
In New Strawn, fireworks are 

allowed between 8 a.m. and 10:30 
p.m. June 27 to July 5, with the 
exception of July 4, on which 
fireworks are allowed to be dis-
charged until midnight. New 
Strawn does not plan to have a 
public fireworks display.

lebo
Lebo’s city ordinance states 

citizens may fire or discharge 
fireworks in the city between 
the hours of 8 a.m. and midnight 
June 27 through July 4. No sales 
of fireworks are allowed within 
the city limits. Lebo will host its 
annual Stars and Stripes Celebra-
tion July 3-6, which will include a 
public fireworks display at dusk 
Thursday, July 3, at West Park.

leroy
In LeRoy, fireworks are allowed 

between 8 a.m. and midnight June 

27 to July 5. LeRoy does not plan 
to have a public fireworks display.

Gridley
Gridley city ordinance states 

fireworks may be discharged 
within the city limits between 
the hours of 8 a.m. to midnight 
July 1-4, provided the discharge is 
within the confines of the shoot-
er’s own premises. Gridley will 
host an Independence Day cele-
bration July 4 and 5, with a public 
fireworks display planned at dusk 
Saturday, July 5, at Gridley City 
Lake.

waverly
Waverly’s city ordinance states 

fireworks may be discharged be-
tween 8 a.m. and 11 p.m. June 27 
through July 3 and 8 a.m. to mid-
night on July 4 and 5. Waverly 
does not plan to have public fire-
works display.

Hartford
Hartford does not have city or-

dinances specific to the use of 
fireworks. Hartford will not have 
a public fireworks display.

Fireworks
Continued from Page 2
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