


State law changed last year to al-
low year-round sales of consumer 
fireworks in Kansas; however, lo-
cal governments—especially cit-
ies—continue to retain regulatory 
authority over sales and use.

State statutes expanded the sea-
sonal sales period for fireworks 
vendors from nine days to 18 days. 
Seasonal fireworks sales, which 
generally include local fireworks 
stands, are permitted from June 20 
through July 7.

Kansas law also allows year-
round fireworks sales from per-
manent locations that are properly 
registered and inspected.

While fireworks remain a popu-
lar part of Independence Day cele-
brations, residents should be aware 
of both state and local regulations 
and take precautions to avoid fire 
hazards.

Many cities have ordinances that 
establish when fireworks may be 
discharged and restrict certain 
types of fireworks.

In general, fireworks used within 
city limits must be approved for 
sale and use in Kansas by the State 
Fire Marshal. Bottle rockets and 
other self-propelled fireworks, or 
devices consisting of a tube with an 
attached guiding rod or stock, may 
not be sold or discharged.

Most cities also prohibit discharg-
ing fireworks in public streets, al-
leys, avenues, parks, or other pub-
lic places. Throwing fireworks at 

another person is prohibited, and 
permits are generally required for 
public fireworks displays.

Residents are encouraged to 
clean up fireworks debris once it is 
safe to do so.

The following information ap-
plies to area communities:

Burlington
Burlington city ordinance states 

fireworks may only be discharged 
July 1–5. On those dates, fireworks 
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Know the rules  
before lighting fireworks

See Fireworks, Page 8



WICHITA — More Americans are 
expected to travel for the Indepen-
dence Day holiday this year despite 
higher transportation and vacation 
costs, according to projections re-
leased June 17 by AAA.

AAA estimates 72.2 million Ameri-
cans will travel at least 50 miles from 
home during the nine-day holiday 
travel period from June 27 through 
July 5. That would top last year’s re-
cord of 71.8 million travelers, though 
the increase is smaller than recent 
year-over-year gains.

“For many Americans, July 4th 
travel is a longstanding tradition, 
and that tradition remains strong 
this year even as prices rise for most 
modes of transportation,” AAA Kan-
sas Public Affairs Manager Shawn 

Steward said.
Road travel remains by far the 

most popular option. AAA projects 
61.4 million people — about 85 per-
cent of holiday travelers — will drive 
to their destinations, essentially 
unchanged from last year. Gasoline 
prices are running more than $1 per 
gallon higher nationally than they 
were during the 2025 holiday period, 
although still below the highs seen in 
2022.

Rental car demand is expected to 
peak Thursday, July 2, according to 
AAA partner Hertz, with domestic 
rental rates averaging about 10 per-
cent higher than last year.

Air travel is also expected to re-
main steady. AAA forecasts 5.85 mil-
lion people will fly domestically, up 

0.2 percent from last year. Domestic 
round-trip airfare is averaging about 
$830, with flights to popular destina-
tions such as Chicago and Denver 
costing about 5 percent more than a 
year ago.

The largest increase is expected 
in other forms of travel, including 
buses, trains and cruises. AAA proj-
ects 4.93 million travelers will choose 
those options, up 5.3 percent from 
2025 and surpassing pre-pandemic 
levels. The growth is driven largely 
by continued demand for cruise va-
cations.

AAA also urged travelers to pri-
oritize safety. According to the or-
ganization, nearly one in three sum-
mertime traffic deaths involves an 
impaired driver. Last Independence 
Day week, AAA responded to more 
than 687,000 roadside assistance calls 
nationwide, with towing, battery 
problems and flat tires among the 
most common issues.
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AAA projects modest increase  
in July 4 travel despite higher costs
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Each year on July 4, many Ameri-
cans are in a celebratory mood as 
they prepare for all the fanfare in-
volved with Independence Day fes-
tivities. But Independence Day 2026 
stands to be extra special since it 
marks America’s 250th birthday. 
Towns, cities and the entire country 
will be planning much more extrav-
agant July 4 celebrations in 2026.

People who want to get in on the 
America 250 action may want to be-
gin thinking about how they are go-
ing to make their homes and busi-
nesses more festive.

• Bunting and banners: Bunting 
and banners are traditional patri-
otic decorations. They traditionally 
are red, white and blue and can be 
hung from porches, fences and rail-
ings.

• American flags: Many homes 
and businesses already display the 
flag, but this is the perfect oppor-
tunity to do so for those who want 

to exhibit their pride in America. 
Be sure to treat the flag with re-
spect and review the official United 
States Flag Code, which mandates 
that the flag never touches the 
ground and is illuminated if flown 
at night. When hanging against 
a wall or window, the blue union 
must be at the top left.

• Specialty signs: Many munici-
palities are getting in on the Amer-
ica 250 action and will organize spe-
cialty parades and parties. People 
can check with local government 
offices to see if lawn signs will be 
available. If so, they can be dis-
played in front of homes or retail 
stores.

• Tablescapes: Themed Ameri-
ca 250 tablecloths can be used for 
backyard parties and picnics. Cen-
terpieces of mason jars filled with 
mini flags and birthday number 

Decorating for America’s 
250th anniversary

See Decorating, Page 5



candles spelling out 250 are another 
fun idea.

• Cozy accents: Both homeowners 
and store owners can incorporate 
cozy accents like wooden blocks 
or patriotic table runners that dis-
play the 1776-2026 theme. Throw pil-
lows and blankets featuring stars 
and stripes tossed over an antique 
rocking chair on a porch or near an 
entryway is a great way to offer a 
touch of Americana.

• Lights: Twinkling holiday lights 
in red ,white and blue can be hung 
around windows and doors, or 
wrapped around trees in the yard 
for festive appeal.

Communities may identify spe-
cific decorating goals, like entire 
streets featuring paper lanterns, 
or America 250 flags on telephone 
poles. Residents can participate in 
such plans where possible.

America’s 250th birthday certain-
ly is worthy of celebration and lots 
of patriotic decor can commemo-
rate this special event.
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Decorating
Continued from Page 4



Americans will celebrate the 
250th anniversary of the United 
States in July 2026, and the word 
“semiquincentennial” may come 
up in conversation during those 
celebrations. Some people may 
not be familiar with the term and 
what it means. A semiquincen-
tennial is the 250th anniversary 
of something. It breaks down 

to “half” of a “quincentennial,” 
which is 500 years. Synonyms 
may include sestercentennial, 
bisequicentennial or quartermil-
lennial. Each term refers to a 
period of 250 years. It’s a rather 
large word for a simple mean-
ing, but people are bound to hear 
more of it as 2026 goes on and In-
dependence Day is celebrated on 

July 4.
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Did you know?
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may not be discharged before 8 
a.m. or after 11 p.m. A public fire-
works display will be held during 
the Freedom Festival at Kelley 
Park on July 4 at dusk. Fireworks 
are prohibited in public parks.

New Strawn
Fireworks may be discharged 

from 8 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. June 27 
through July 5, except July 4 when 
use is allowed until midnight. New 
Strawn does not plan to host a pub-
lic fireworks display.

Lebo
Lebo’s ordinance allows fire-

works to be fired within city lim-
its from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. June 27 
through July 5, with extended hours 
until midnight on July 4. Fire-
works sales are permitted within 
city limits with a city permit from 
June 27 through July 5. Lebo’s an-
nual Stars and Stripes Celebration 
will be held July 3–6 and includes 
a public fireworks display at dusk 
Friday, July 3, at West Park.

LeRoy
In LeRoy, fireworks may be dis-

charged from 8 a.m. to midnight 
June 20 through July 7. The city 
does not plan to host a public fire-
works display.

Gridley
Gridley ordinance allows fire-

works to be discharged within city 
limits from 8 a.m. to midnight July 
1–4, provided fireworks remain on 
the user’s own property. Gridley’s 
Independence Day celebration is 
scheduled for July 3 and 4, with a 
public fireworks display planned 
for dusk Saturday, July 4, at Grid-
ley City Lake.

Waverly
Waverly permits fireworks from 

8 a.m. to 11 p.m. June 27 through 
July 3 and from 8 a.m. to midnight 
July 4 and 5. No public fireworks 
display is planned.

Hartford
Hartford does not have city or-

dinances specific to fireworks use 
and does not plan to host a public 
fireworks display.

Fireworks
Continued from Page 2
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