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Showcase patriotism at the
Coffey County Fair parade

BURLINGTON — Bringoutyour
red, white and blue and celebrate
your love for the country at the
146th annual Coffey County Fair
Parade. The parade will be held
at 6 p.m. Friday, July 24, and will
feature the patriotic theme “Stars,
Stripes and Summer Nights.” In
recognition of the United States’
250th birthday and of their service
in the armed forces, this year’s pa-
rade marshals are the veterans of
Coffey County.

The parade route begins at Third
and Miami streets and will travel
south on Third Street, to Cum-
berland Street. At Cumberland
Street, the parade will turn right,
where it will end. Entrants need-

ing to disband should turn left
at Alleghany Street and disband
in front of the ball diamonds. No
throwing of candy or objects from
parade procession participants
is allowed, but candy and objects
may be handed out.

Registration will take place
from 5 to 5:45 p.m. at the corner
of east Third and Juniatta streets,
and participants should line up at
the east side of Third and Miami
streets. Participants are asked to
refrain from traveling down U.S.
75 with their entries and to ob-
serve the safety and welfare of all
others in the formation of the pa-
rade.

Cash prizes will be awarded to

the top four floats, with first place
receiving $200. The second-place
prize is $150, while the third-place
float receives $100 and the fourth-
place finisher wins $50. The first-,
second- and third-place business
floats will receive prizes of $50,
$40 and $30, respectively. All oth-
er floats entered will receive $20.
Winners in all other categories
will receive $20 for first place, $10
for second place and $5 for third
place. Prize money may be col-
lected from 2:30 to 4 p.m. Sunday,
July 26, at Kelley Hall at the fair-
grounds.

Parade categories include clas-
sic car/pickup, modified car/
pickup, oldest driven car/pickup,
oldest tractor, most rare tractor,
oldest person in parade, oddities,
business floats, floats and horse/
mule with rider.
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Have a great time at the
“Stars, Stripes & Summer
Nights” Coffey County
Fair, and come shop our
“Red, White & Bloom”

Summer Sale!

1430 Hwy. 58, LeRoy KS

620.964.2423

Email: grow@arnoldsprairie.com
Web: ARNOLDSPRAIRIE.COM

Summer Hours):

Mon-Sat. 7am - 2pm; Sun. 1-5pm

Follow us on Facebook for
all of our latest news!

BEYER MOTOR

COMPANY

Simee 1944

‘Qood Luck to all

‘Coffey ‘County Fair Parlicipanis!
Vour W@om Number One Priority
510 Main St. - Gridley
(800) 554-4277 or (620) 836-3181

File photo

— $ HVAC & PLUMBING—
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I 507 Neosho - Burlington - (620) 364-2866
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Eli Grow: 4-H teaches
a lot about leadership

Katie McMurray
Reporter

GRIDLEY — During his years in
4-H, senior Eli Grow has learned
many valuable lessons and life
skills, particularly about leader-
ship.

Grow is a senior in the Liberty
4-H Club, and he has been a mem-
ber of 4-H for eight years. He joined
because of the Western Heritage
project.

“I think the reason I
joined 4-H is because of
Western Heritage,” Grow
said. “As a guest, I attend-
ed one of their meetings
and gained interest. So the
next week, I went down to
the extension office and
joined 4-H.”

The Western Heritage
project is the only project
in which Grow will have
entries in this year’s Coffey
County Fair and it has also
been his favorite.

“My favorite project
in 4-H has to be Western
Heritage,” Grow said.
“Throughout the years, it
has taught many respon-
sibilities and gun safety.
It is my favorite project
because it has shaped me
into the person I am, and
it is something I am really
passionate about. I think
everyone can have a great

time in the Western Heritage proj-
ect.”

The Western Heritage project
has also provided fond memories.
Grow said his favorite memory
of 4-H has to be when he had the
opportunity to go to the national
shoot in Missouri.

“It was my first ever experience
shooting and giving a persona

See GROW Page 16

Photo submitted
Liberty 4-H senior Eli Grow joined 4-H after taking an in-
terest in the Western Heritage project and has enjoyed
that project while also learning a lot about leadership.
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4-H: All schedules subject to change.
Watch for updates from the Extension Office.

Pre-Fair Events:

June 29 Online Pre-Entry Deadline for 4-H
Demonstrations, Fashion Revue, Sewing,
Fiber Arts and ALL 4-H/FFA animals.
Open Class Poultry Pre Entry

July 10,9am 4-H Demonstrations/Consumer Judging
Contest/Photography Judging Contest/
Crops Judging Contest

July 13 Online Pre-Entry Deadline for ALL 4-H/FFA
Exhibits

B July18,9am Hand Pet Show
t July18,9:30am Cat Show

10 am Dog Show

July 18,11am Sewing and Textile Design and Fiber Arts
Conference Judging
All at the 4-H Building, Kelley Park

July 18,12 pm Shopping in Style, Western Heritage Revue,
Sewing and Textile Design Revue

July 20:8am-5pm  4-H/FFA Entry Drop Off

5pm Fair Cleanup

6 pm Mandatory Livestock Meeting
By Appt Large Exhibit Drop off at 4-H
Building
4-H Group Picture following Livestock
Meeting

July 21,8am Rabbit Show

8am-12pm 4-H/FFA Entry Drop Off

6 pm G.W. Rice Horse Show 4-H/Open Class-

Rodeo Arena

Wednesday, July 22:
7:30am - 1 pm Open Class Entries (Obtain Entry Number

8-9 am

8am-5 pm

in Fair Office)

Check in Non-Conference Judging Foods
and Crops/Horticulture Exhibits

4-H Judging (4-H & Crops Building Closed
to Public)

10:30-12:30 pm  4-H Cloverbud entries & presentations

1pm
By S pm
5pm
6-8 pm

7-9pm

Open Class buildings closed

4-H/FFA Livestock in the barns

4-H/FFA Livestock Weigh-in Begins

Free Root Beer Floats by Coffey County
Farm Bureau East of Grandstands
Savanna Chestnut and The Farm Hands
sponsored by Coffey County Arts Council
(Park)

Thursday, July 23:

8am
8:30am
9am
9am

10am-4 pm

Poultry Show*

Dairy Show*

Sheep/Meat Goat*

4-H Bake Sale in the 4-H Building (Free will
donation)

Rabbit Judging Contest at barn

- open to all, come and go Prizes Awarded

5-9 pm Bounce Houses, Rock Wall, Berry-Go-Round
& Kid Activities

6 pm Bucket Calf Show*

7 pm Pedal Power Tractor Pull sponsored by
Coffey County Farm Bureau (East of Kelley Hall)

7:30 pm Lawn Mower Races (Grandstands)

Friday, July 24:

9am Beef Show*

9am-9pm  Giant Lite-Brite by Coffey County Library at
Kelley Hall

5-9pm Axe Throwing by The Axe Shedd

5-9pm Bounce Houses, Rock Wall, Berry-Go-Round
& Kid Activities

6 pm Parade: Theme is“Stars, Stripes and
Summer Nights"”

After the Parade: Sweet 6 & 16 (in Show Arena)
Parade of Purples - Public Style Revue
4-H Award Ceremony for Static Exhibits
Code Red, White, & Blue: A County
Resource Expo (South of Playground)

7 pm Antique Tractor Pull (Grandstand)

Evening Blow-up Archery hosted by Jade Seed and

Outdoor Supply

Saturday, July 25:

7-9am

7am

8am
9am-3pm
9am
10am-12 pm
10:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

11am-3pm

11:30 am
4pm
7pm

Central National Bank Fair Breakfast (Under
the Grandstands)

Purple Ribbon Race 2K/5K/10K Fun

Walk, Run, Bike sponsored by Kirchner
Chiropractic (East of Kelley Hall)

Swine Show*

Kids Fun Zone (Park)

Kids Races hosted by Burlington Rec Center
Fun Stations (Vendors)

Baby Contest hosted by Life Care Center
Foam Party

Kids Spray Down by Coffey County Fire
Dept

Bounce Houses, Rock Wall, Berry-Go-Round
& Kid Activities

Money Dig hosted by Citizens State Bank
Livestock Contest

Demolition Derby (Grandstands)

Sunday, July 26:

By Noon

9am
8:30am
10:30 am
2:30-4 pm

5:30 pm
6pm

All animals released except Sale/Round
Robin animals

Horseshoe Pitch (West of 4-H Bldg)
Worship Service (Show Arena)

Round Robin Showmanship

Check out all building exhibits Open
Class Premiums Pick Up in Kelley Hall (4-H
Premiums will be given to club leaders)
Bucket Calf Scramble

Livestock Sale

*Individual livestock barns closed to the public

during species shows.

Longest consecutively run fair in the State of Kansas

Follow MM?’W&M{@MS’M?M& Events B
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Brayden Hopkins: 4-H can teach you
lessons that will be with you forever

Katie McMurray
Reporter

LEBO — While time spent in 4-H
only spans childhood, the impacts
of being in 4-H can be profound
enough to last a lifetime, as Blue
Ribbon 4-H senior Brayden Hop-
kins has found.

Hopkins, the son of Matt and
Amanda Hopkins, has been in the
Blue Ribbon 4-H Club for 11 years.
His mother encouraged him to
join.

“My mom was in 4-H and thought
it would be a great organization
to be a part of to help guide me to
becoming a responsible person,”
Hopkins said. “I knew that by be-
ing active in 4-H, I was not only be-
ing a part of something bigger than
me, but I was learning by doing.
Sports have always been a big part
of my life, as well, but I will say

that 4-H is something that helped
me in all aspects of life, even being
a leader on the field and court.”

As he prepares for his final Cof-
fey County Fair as a 4-Her, Hopkins
said he would encourage others to
get involved and find something
that interests them in 4-H.

“It isn’t about the projects, the
ribbons or the awards - it is about
the qualities that form you,” Hop-
kins said. “What 4-H has taught
me is something that will be with
me forever.”

For Hopkins, the impact of being
in 4-H has been huge, and he has
learned much.

“4-H helped mold me into who
I am,” Hopkins said. “Leader-

ship and responsibility are two
things that stand out the most. Be-
ing a leader and role model to the
younger members allowed me to
form bonds with them, help them

: arteﬂng experts and agmnanﬂﬂs fortinbiased
idance and proven strategies to ‘grow aﬁd_ suctead

Thmugh shiftiuq markets, changing times, and new challenges, we adapt, innovate, and stay ahead
— ensuring farmers have the best strategies to thrive, no matter what comes next.
Because farming isn't just business—it’s a legacy built to last.

Family owned - Reliable - Trusted for generations

MURPHY
AGRI LLC

Lebo - Hartford - Strong City

grow and taught me many things leadership and wildlife projects.

that will grow with me in my fu- His favorite projects, however,
ture endeavors.” were livestock.

In this year’s Coffey County Fair,
Hopkins will have entries in the See HOPKINS Page 15
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Photo submitted
Senior Blue Ribbon 4-H Club member Brayden Hopkins has found, both through participation
in his favorite livestock projects, goats and pigs, and through other 4-H experiences, that be-
ing in the organization can teach you lessons that will always stay with you.

Mayor - Stan Luke —
Ward 1 - Lila Van Horn and Jerilyn Curtiss
Ward 2 - Nathan Strawder and George Shove
Ward 3 - Cara Mays and Maxi Berryman

Attend the Parade Friday, July 24 at 6 p.m.!

Council Members:

GOVERNING

 BURLINGTON
- BODY

L I I I I R I B B
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Mackenzie Krueger: Sheep project brought
learning opportunities, fond memories

Katie McMurray
Reporter

BURLINGTON — For many members
of 4-H, one part of the 4-H experience is
finding a project that stands out above
the rest and becomes a special favor-
ite. For some 4-Hers, including String-
town Bombers 4-H senior Mackenzie
Krueger, that special project brings
not only learning experiences that will
carry into the future but fond memories
that will last a lifetime.

Krueger has been a member of the
Stringtown Bombers 4-H Club for 11
years. In this year’s Coffey County Fair,
she will have entries in the sheep, ento-
mology, leadership, photography, sew-
ing and textile design projects. She said
her favorite project has been the sheep
project.

“From picking my show lambs out at
the beginning of the year to developing
feed rations to expanding my breeding
program, I get to make all the decisions

for my flock,” Krueger said. “Not only
have I developed several skills through
the sheep project, including showman-
ship, patience, basic veterinary care,
grooming and more, but I also get to
spend every day taking care of unique
animals who each have their own per-
sonality.”

Krueger’s fondest 4-H memory came
about because of the sheep project.

“My favorite 4-H memory was at the
2025 Coffey County Fair when I have just
won grand champion market lamb and,
as soon as I got out of the ring, one of my
opponents, who won reserve champion,
came and gave me a big hug and told me
I did a good job. That was the moment
I realized exactly how blessed I was to
have another family through 4-H.”

Her own family was the reason
Krueger joined 4-H.

“I joined 4-H because my older sister,

See KRUEGER Page 6

Photo submitted

Mackenzie Krueger, a senior in the Stringtown Bombers 4-H Club, has particularly
enjoyed the sheep project and it has brought fond memories and lasting impacts.

Central National Bank
invites you to breakfast!

Saturday, July 25
7:00am - 9:00am -

Under the Grandstand
Central

National Bank
Money for Life

201 South 4th Street in Burlington KS * (620) 364-8875 Member FDIC
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Krueger

Continued from Page 5

Emma, was in 4-H,” Kruger said.
“She was a role model for me grow-
ing up, and I found myself follow-
ing in her footsteps and doing every
project she did when I first joined.”

Now, as her time in 4-H draws to
a close, Krueger has learned much.

“Through 4-H, I've learned how
to accept the losses and learn from
my mistakes,” Krueger said. “I've
learned to win graciously. I've

learned that everybody has different
strengths and you don’t have to be
just like everyone else to succeed.”

Krueger is the daughter of Ash-
ley and Travis Krueger and is a
2026 graduate of Burlington High
School. She will attend Kansas
State University beginning in the
spring and pursue a major in ani-
mal sciences and industry. She
hopes to find a spot on KSU’s horse
judging team while she’s there, and
she plans to find a career in rumi-
nant nutrition or livestock embry-
ology after graduating.

PROUD to
SUPPORT

the
COFFEY COUNTY FAIR
and
LocAL 4-H CLUBS

YV e—. D

CITIZENS

STATE BANK

Built on the Past
Banking for the Future
Gridley » Burlington * New Strawn
LeRoy * Madison * Lyndon « Olpe

Hamilton * Cottonwood Falls « Emporia

@ Memher

R ot

www.bankcsb.bank

Good/ Luck
at the Coffey
_c’agufy Fau'! 8

Yates Center: (620) 625-3151
Virgil: (620) 678-3466
Fredonia: (620) 378-2191
Severy: (620) 736-2011
www.sekcoop.com

Cooperating for Success

ARIBY eargSubscription’
startingaOnly2543!)

The Cottey County

324 Hudson 5t. »
(620) 364-5325

Republican o2

Burlington, KS 66839
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With nearly 100 years of curnhmrd experience, Trustp‘ulnt Insurance & Real Estote
is proud to be your trusted partner in safeguarding agricultural investments,

3 TrustPoint ™ comes
Insurance & Real Estate Emporia

620.364.8811 | WWW.TRUSTPOINTSERVICES.NET

property | crop | livestock | equine | liability
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Kathy Jayden Payne Jess Birk

SPECIALIST S

Sarah Rice Barr

=~ Insurance Agency

Kenneth Combes, Irene Combes,
Darrell Combes — Agents

2329 26th Rd. NE - Waverly, KS
- Bus. (785) 733-2899 « Res. (785) 733-2788
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Heath, Holly, and Larry

Farm Bureau Financial Services
516 Neosho, Burlington * (620) 364-5341
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Kyzer Lehmann: 4-H has helped me
in a lot of different areas of life

Katie McMurray
Reporter

WESTPHALIA — During his years
in the organization, senior 4-Her Kyz-
er Lehmann has found that being in
4-H has helped him out in multiple
different areas of life.

Lehmann has been in the Liberty
4-H Club for 13 years. He joined be-
cause of the opportunities it could
open for the future.

“I joined 4-H because I was moved
to a farm, and I knew it would open
up lots of opportunities for my fu-
ture,” Lehmann said.

Since becoming a member, Lehm-
ann has learned much.

“I have learned to become a lead-
er,” Lehmann said. “It has helped me
in a lot of different areas of my life
and allowed for me to be able to fill
positions I wouldn’t have been able
to before.”

Lehmann’s favorite project has
been photography, and it is one of
two projects in which he will have
entries in this year’s Coffey County
Fair, with the other being the goat
project.

“I really enjoy the photography
project,” Lehmann said. “I enjoy tak-
ing pictures of stuff that I see as I go
along with my life. It allows for me
to be able to share with others the
things I find beautiful.”

Lehmann has also enjoyed spend-
ing time with friends.

“My favorite 4-H memory is mess-
ing around with friends late at night
during the fair,” Lehmann said.

Lehmann, the son of Olivia and
John Lehmann, is a 2026 graduate
of Burlington High School. In the
future, he plans to attend Fort Hays
Technical College in Beloit, where he
plans to pursue an associate degree
in diesel technology.

P

+ave Fun and
CJood Luck at tﬁe “Fair!

INSU RANCE SDLUTIONS LLC

Photo submitted

Liberty 4-H senior Kyzer Lehmann joined 4-H after moving to a farm and has found being
in the organization has helped him in multiple areas of life.

Hartford 0 he Stop, Inc. \,

108 E Plumb Av?afHartford * (620) 392-5577

To all the talented and hardworking 4-H participants showcasing

their skills in this year’s fair, thank you for your participation
and contribution to one of our communities’ favorite traditions.

® . HE FARMERS STATE BANK®

Empowering individuals in Ainancial decisions

Medicare - Finandal Assessment - Group Healthcare - Insurance Solutions - (785) 267-0157

widliceodle

% Aliceville: (785) 489-2468 - Burlington: (620) 364-2468 - Lebo: (620) 256-6331  roic
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Two new events coming to Fair

Amidst all the traditional events,
the 146th Coffey County Fair will
feature two new events.

The first new event is lawn
mower races, which will be held
7:30 p.m. Thursday, July 23, at the
grandstands. There will be three
different categories of races, rid-
ing mower garden tractor, riding
mower zero-turn and push mower.
Anyone age 14 and older can enter
the two riding mower categories,
while anyone 12 and older can

enter the push mower category.
There will be cash prizes for win-
ners, as well as a prize for the best
decorated mower, and entry is
free.

The second new event is an an-
tique tractor pull, hosted by the
Flint Hills Antique Power Associ-
ation (FHAPA) Edgeta Branch 107.
The pull will take place 7 p.m. Fri-
day, July 24, at the grandstands.
All standard FHAPA divisions
and classes will be run, with hook

WELCOME 4-WERS?

Kaleb & Nicole Schankie at the

OLPE MEAT
LOCKER

would like to wish you the

best of tuck at the Cofifey
County Fair!

fees assessed per driver. In order
to participate in the pull or assist
in the pit area, you must be a cur-
rent FHAPA member. For official
pulling rules, visit fhapa.org/pull-
ing.

Both the lawn mower races and
antique tractor pull will be open
to spectators. Entry to the races
is free, and entry to the antique
tractor pull is a free will donation,
from which proceeds will benefit
local veteran organizations.

—

Demo Derby to offer crushing entertainment

BURLINGTON — The 146th an-
nual Coffey County Fair’s demo-
lition derby will be under new
management this year, with Pay
Up Sucker Promotions named this
year’s manager, but will once again
offer smashing entertainment for
competitors and spectators alike.
The derby will feature four classes

of competition and a total purse of
more than $11,300.

This year, the Coffey County
Fair’s demolition derby will fea-
ture bonestock 80s, bonestock
compact, throwback and full-size
truck/SUV classes. In the bone-
stock 80s and bonestock compact
classes, first place will receive

Elvamber

$1,200, while second place will re-
ceive $800, third place $300 and
fourth place $150. In the throwback
class, first place will take home
$2,500, while second place will

We will be at the Livestock Sale

Sunday, July 26

to pick up your animals.
(Reservations are strongly suggested. Spots are limited.)

take home $1,250, third place $800
and fourth place $550. In the full-

(620) 475-3375

M-T: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. (Closed 12-1 p.m.)
Fri: 8 a.m.-4 p.m. * Sat. 9-11 a.m.

See DERBY Page 16

Let Coffey County Transportation provide you with a
ride to the Coffey County Fair!

COFFEY
COUNTY
TRANSPORTATION

First Come, First Serve Basis

Monday - Friday 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Call to Schedule (877) 364-1905 or (620) 364-1935

This prafect funded in port by the KDOT Public Tronsit Pragram
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Jake Leiser: 4-H has helped me
build confidence, integrity

Katie McMurray
Reporter

BURLINGTON Since join-
ing 4-H, senior Jake Leiser has
learned many valuable lessons
and found that being in the orga-
nization has helped him become
more confident.

Leiser is a senior in the Liberty
4-H Club, and he has been a part of
4-H for 12 years. Family was cen-
tral to why he joined the organiza-
tion.

“Initially, I joined 4-H because
my mom and my sisters were in-
volved in the program,” Leiser
said. “I grew up around livestock
that my sisters had shown and
raised. Soon enough, I could en-
roll in these projects myself and
continue being a part of the 4-H
atmosphere. Through 4-H, I was
able to explore interests such as

er
()
Hos

swine, western heritage, leader-
ship and poultry. I stayed involved
because I enjoyed being with my
friends that could relate to what
I was doing, the learning experi-
ence and the challenge to develop
skills over the years. 4-H has and
will benefit me for a long time to
come.”

In his final Coffey County Fair
as a 4-Her, Leiser will have entries
in the performing arts and leader-
ship projects.

“My favorite project is leader-
ship,” Leiser said. “Leadership
has helped me grow and devel-
op skills that I use constantly
throughout my life. Participating
in leadership activities has taught
me how to better communicate,
work with a team and use respon-
sibility and accountability to help
my club progress.”

707 N. 4th St
Burlington

620-364-8375

pizzahut.com

Dine-In, Carryout & Delivery

S99 Large 1-Topping Pizza
Carryout Only

Additional charge for Pan Crust, extra cheese
and additional toppings.

Good Luck & Congrats
to all fair participants!

Leiser has held leadership posi-
tions in his 4-H club.

“Serving as vice president, re-
porter and council representative
of my 4-H club has given me the
opportunity to lead meetings, help
with committees and encourage
younger members to be involved
and learn new skills. I enjoy the
leadership project because it has
allowed me to make a positive im-
pact on others in our community
and club.”

Leiser’s fondest memory of 4-H
involves the county fair.

“My favorite memory is having
my grandparents visit from Indi-
ana during fair week,” Leiser said.
“They would come down to sup-
port and watch me show swine and
poultry. Seeing their support made
the experience even more special
and gave me a sense of pride in
the projects. It is a memory I will
always cherish because it showed
how important family can be.”

There has also been a multitude
of lessons and skills Leiser has
learned as a 4-Her.

“Throughout my 12 years in 4-H,

I have learned the importance of
communication, how leadership
builds good character and time
management,” Leiser said. “When
Iraised and showed swine, I had to
use my time wisely and work with
the animals at a certain time. This
took dedication and commitment
to care for the animals multiple
times a day.”

Being particularly active in the
organization and utilizing com-
munication skills has also had im-

pacts.
“Participating in  multiple
events and competitions has

helped me build confidence and
communication skills,” Leiser
said. “Being able to communicate
well has made me more efficient
and understandable. The leader-
ship skills I gained in 4-H have
made me become more respon-
sible, listen to different ideas and
make good decisions based on the
group. This has built my integrity
and readiness to continue after
4-H.”

See LEISER Page 16

Photo submitted
Jake Leiser, a senior in the Liberty 4-H Club, particularly enjoys the leadership project and
it has helped him grow and develop skills he uses constantly.
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Daniel Rausch: Rocketry project
was a special favorite

Katie McMurray

Reporter

LEBO — For many 4-Hers, one
project will stand out among the
many and become a special favor-
ite, as Blue Ribbon 4-H senior Dan-
iel Rausch found out.

Rausch has been a member of the
Blue Ribbon 4-H Club for 11 years.
He joined for two main reasons.

“I joined 4-H because I wanted to
be more involved in my community
and learn new skills,” Rausch said.

Rausch’s favorite project has
been the rocketry project.

“In the rocketry project, you
build a model rocket and launch
it,” Rausch said. “I love the process
of building a rocket from just a few
pieces of balsa wood and a card-
board tube, then seeing it go hun-
dreds of feet into the air. I have been
in the rocketry project all 11 years

that I have been in 4-H.”

In the 146th Coffey County Fair,
Rausch will have entries in the
rocketry, electrical, Western Heri-
tage and ag mechanics welding
projects. However, his fondest 4-H
memory does not have a connec-
tion to the fair.

“My favorite 4-H memory is
attending Discovery Days at K-
State,” Rausch said. “I was able to
meet lots of new people and learn
about different, interesting topics.”

Through his years in 4-H, Rausch
said he has learned and gained a
lot.

“I have gained a lot from being
in 4-H, from new friendships to de-
veloping leadership skills,” Rausch
said. “It has taught me hard work
and patience through the countless
hours spent on project work. I have

See RAUSCH Page 15

Proud supporter

423 Kennedy, Burlington « (620)

-5:30 p.m. = Sat.

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m

314 Cross St., Burlington
(620) 364-5444
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Photo submitted
The rocketry project has been a particular favorite for Blue Ribbon 4-H senior Daniel Rausch
and he has participated in it throughout his 11 years in 4-H.

See us for all your anirpal’s nutritional needs!

LiRoy CooP

LeRoy (888) 964-2225
Gridley (877) 836-2860
Westphalia (877) 489-2521
Yates Center (620) 625-2271

GGood Luck to all participants
at the 146™ Coffey County Fair!
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Katie McMurray
Reporter

LEBO — During his years in the
organization, senior 4-Her Kohlton
Shoemaker has found that being in
4-H teaches multiple valuable skills.

Shoemaker has been a member of
the Blue Ribbon 4-H Club for 10 years.
He joined 4-H for a couple of reasons.

“I joined 4-H because it looked fun
and a lot of people that I knew were in
4-H,” Shoemaker said.

Now preparing for his final Coffey
County Fair as a 4-Her, Shoemaker
has enjoyed his time in 4-H and has
learned much.

“In 4-H, I have learned public speak-
ing skills, leadership skills and the
importance of being involved in com-
munity service activities,” Shoemak-
er said. “Throughout 4-H, I have met a
lot of people and participated in a lot
of different shows. All of my 4-H expe-

Kohlton Shoemaker:
4-H has taught valuable Ilfe skllls

riences have created great summer
memories.’

In this year’s Coffey County Fair,
Shoemaker will have entries in the
leadership, rabbit and rocketry proj-
ects. He has especially enjoyed the
rabbit project.

“My favorite 4-H project is rab-
bits,” Shoemaker said. “I like the rab-
bit project because rabbits are fun to
show and I have been successful in
showing my rabbits. I like working
with my rabbits even though they can
be pretty wiggly sometimes!”

Shoemaker’s favorite memory of
4-H also involved the rabbit project.

“My fondest memory of 4-H is win-
ning overall grand champion in rab-
bit showmanship two times at the
Coffey County Fair,” Shoemaker said.

Shoemaker, the son of Garrett and
Kylea Shoemaker, is a 2026 graduate
of Lebo High School. In the future, he
plans to join the work force.

Photo submitted
Blue Ribbon senior 4-Her Kohlton Shoemaker has learned a variety of valuable
skills in 4-H and in the rabbit project, which has been his favorite.
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We support our area 4-H'ers!

Good luck to all of the
hardworking 4-H’ers
on their projects.

Carmen Mackey: (620) 341-0838
Lebo, KS
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Come check out our huge selection
of books and use the internet!

Burlington - 410 Juniatta
LeRoy - 725 Main
Gridley - 512 Main
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Waverly - 608 Pearson

"\‘6 D Coffey County

Z()~Library




Tuursoay, Jury 16, 2026

1461H Correy County FaIn

Tug Corery Couny Repusticay 13

Aubriana Vannocker: 4-H helps build
independence, friendships

Katie McMurray
Reporter

LEBO — Being in 4-H can have far-
reaching impacts and teach many
lessons and life skills, and during
her time in the organization, Blue
Ribbon 4-H senior Aubrianna Van-
nocker has experienced both the
impacts and the learning opportuni-
ties.

Vannocker, the daughter of Ethan
and Bonnie Vannocker, has been a
member of the Blue Ribbon 4-H Club
for 11 years. Family played a role in
leading her to join.

“I joined 4-H so that my grandpa
and I could have something to do to-
gether,” Vannocker said. “I original-
ly started by just showing pigs and
baking. During my 4-H time, I have
shown beef, swine, goats and lambs.
4-H is something that my family has
enjoyed together over the years.”

In this year’s Coffey County Fair,

Have fun-at the /
Coffey County Fair!

L

--
a4
Hand In d
@

C'WHOSPICE .
mmunity with the
tools to live a dignified, quality life.

1000 Lincoln St., Emporia

(620) 340-6177
hittps://hilkhospice.org/

Vannocker will have entries in the
photography, shopping in style and
swine projects. Her favorite project
has been swine.

“The swine project is my favorite
because I enjoy their personality
and the unique bond you build with
them,” Vannocker said. “Working
with my pig every day helps create
a relationship based on trust, pa-
tience and consistency. It’s reward-
ing to see that trust grow over time
and to know that your animal relies
on you for its care. The experience
has taught me responsibility while
allowing me to connect with my ani-
mal in a meaningful way.”

Vannocker’s fondest memory of
4-H also included pigs.

“My favorite memory of 4-H is
winning the Bob Hines Swine Clas-
sic Champion Market Hog on my
birthday,” Vannocker said.

See VANNOCKER Page 16

Photo submitted
Aubriana Vannocker, a senior in the Blue Ribbon 4-H Club, joined the organization so she and
her grandpa could have something to do together, and she found that being in 4-H helps build
independence and friendships.
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As Kansas' only commercially operating nuclear power plant, Walf Creek generates
20.7% of the state’s power by producing 1,250 megawatts of electricity - enough to
power more than 800,000 homes. Employing more than 1,000 full-time and contract

employees, Wolf Creek has established a long-standing legacy of safety and reliability.
Italso serves as a vital economic engine for Coffey County and the surrounding areas.
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CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR FAIR ANIMALS!
Reservations are required.
We will be at the Fairgrounds on August 2 at 6 p.m. to transport animals back to the locker!
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Veterinary Center

Two miles south of Burlington on Hwy. 75

Dr. Michael Thorp, DVM

Caring for your small and large animal
needs for over 30 Years!

* Dogs * Cats * Birds
* Cattle » Horses
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Services provided include diagnosis and
treatment, routine visits including vaccinations,
pharmaceuticals, orthopedic surgery, dental
care, ultrasounds, X-rays, and general surgery.

Proud supplier of Hill’s Science Diet Cat
and Dog Food and Hill’s Science Diet
Prescription Cat and Dog Food!
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Rausch

Continued from Page 11

also learned public speaking skills
through the many talks I have giv-
en. This has greatly benefited me,
as these are really useful skills to
have.”

Rausch is the son of Brian and
Melinda Rausch and is a 2026 gradu-
ate of Lebo High School. His future
plans are to attend college at Kan-
sas State University and pursue a
major in mechanical and nuclear
engineering.

Good Luck 4—?/ m/ _

’ Chrlsman Hardware '

1125 N. St., Burlington

(620) 364-5542

Hopkins

Continued from Page 4

“Livestock was one of my favor-
ite projects - I did goats and pigs,”
Hopkins said. “I did goats for
nine years and pigs for only one.
I liked these projects because it
showed me the responsibility of
how to care for animals. I grew a
lot during my time in these proj-
ects, and it helped my leadership
qualities, as well, because my
younger siblings did them when
they got into 4-H.”

.*’)
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* Skilled nursing care

We support our 4-H’ers!

We offer the following services:

* Long term care including Rehabilitation
* Inpatient/outpatient physical,
occupational and speech therapy

601 Cross St. - Burlington, KS « (620) 263-4273 ofBurlmg‘con

Life d

* * %
Stars, Stripes & Summer
Nights

Proudly supporting our community!

Coffey County Economic Development .
620-364-8780 | coffeycountyks.org

Hopkins’ fondest memories of
4-H involved his siblings.

“My favorite 4-H memories are
of helping my brother and sister
with their projects,” Hopkins
said. “We made a lot of memories
with our animals together. I was
the one that had a huge responsi-
bility since I was the oldest, and
it was fun to get to teach them
how to show and care for their
animals.”

Hopkins is a 2026 graduate of
Lebo High School. In the future,
he plans to continue to help Ed-
wards Farms with their farming
operation and Miller Monuments.

“Both are incredible employ-
ers that have supported me as
a whole person,” Hopkins said.
“4-H has taught me to go after
your goals and never give up.
Working hard will get you where
you want to be. When you work
for it, no one can take what you
learn away.”

Hopkins also will be attending
Johnson County Community Col-
lege to take part in the railroad
conductor program.
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Travis: (620) 366-1967
Scott: (620) 437-6425
ratcliffpropanelic.com
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Your trusted

Ag partner
for over 20 years!

Quality Structures

Done well, done efficiently, and at a fair price

GARAGES | SHOPS | MAN-SHEDS
MACHINE SHOPS | AG BUILDINGS

RICHMOND, K!
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QualityStructures.com | 800-374-6988
Imitated by Many, Matched by None




16 Tug Correy Counry Repustican

146711 Correy County Famm

Tuursoay, Jury 16, 2026

Vannocker

Continued from Page 13

Along with family time and mem-
ories, 4-H has helped Vannocker
learn valuable lessons and had a big
impact on her.

“Being in 4-H, I have learned
responsibility, leadership, com-
munication and the value of hard
work,” Vannocker said. “Caring
for my animals and completing
projects has taught me how to set
goals, manage my time and follow
through on commitments. I've also
gained confidence by participat-
ing in shows, speaking with judges
and working with others in my
club and community. 4-H has im-
pacted my life by helping me be-
come more independent, building
lifelong friendships and teaching
skills that I can use in school, my
career and everyday life.”

Vannocker is a 2026 graduate of
Lebo High School. In the future,
she will be attending Iowa Central
Community College on an athletic
marching and pep band scholar-
ship, and she plans to study animal
sciences.

Derby

Continued from Page 9

size truck//SUV class, first
place will win $1,000, while
second place will win $600
and third place will win $100.
There will also be a $1,000 Mad
Dog award.

Entry fees are assessed per
driver. For spectators, tickets
are available for general ad-
mission and kids ages six and
under. There are also pit pass-
es available. For entry infor-
mation for the derby, visit the
Pay Up Sucker Promotions
Facebook page.

,10/Llynx Rd., Grldléy, KS,
(620)1364-3333

Grow

Continued from Page 3

speech with that much competi-
tion,” Grow said. “And, they had
what they called a fun gun shoot
so everyone had the opportunity
to shoot a Gatling gun, which was
really cool. Also, by the end of the
week, I ended up taking fifth in
persona speeches and got to walk
the stage and get an award.”

Grow said he has learned a lot
throughout his eight years in 4-H.

“I have to say I think the biggest
thing would have to be leadership,”

Grow said. “It has impacted my life
in allowing me to be a leader when
the time comes. An example being
my senior year, I was the drum ma-
jor of our high school band. I had
to lead the whole band on the field
and conduct and help teach the
younger kids on how to march.

Grow, the son of Chris Grow, is a
2026 graduate of Burlington High
School. His plans for the future are
to attend Kansas State University
in the fall and pursue a major in
music education. After college, he
is planning to stay somewhere in
Kansas and find a job to be a high
school band teacher.

Leiser

Continued from Page 10

Leiser is the son of Janet Leiser
and is a 2026 graduate of Burling-
ton High School. This summer,
he is working for Foley CAT as
an intern technician, building
his knowledge and job opportu-
nities, and is also performing in

the Emporia Municipal Band. In
the fall, he plans to attend Pitts-
burg State University to pursue
a Bachelor of Science degree and
double major in automotive tech-
nology, with emphasis in diesel/
heavy equipment, and advanced
fuel systems. He will also contin-
ue his passion for music there by
playing sousaphone and tuba in
the PSU bands.

Good Luck to ﬁ.il the Coffey
é County Fair mart:q ipants!

Visit with our Ag loan officers
for all of your ag needs.

Paul Quaney — Osage City
Paige Meader — Waverly

Waverly (785) 733-2564
Osage City (785) 528-3133
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